THE WORLD TRADE CENTER SITE MEMORIAL

SPACE

TIME

PERSONS


The memorial will be experiential and temporal.

SPACE - The volume of the World Trade Center Site is charged, sacred and unique. It is the space in which a great tragedy has occurred and at the same time a place that will forever be a memorial to the nation's civilian heroes of 9/11/2001, who gave their lives; including those who died at the WTC in 1993.

          This volume is preserved with as little inflection or interference as possible.

TIME - A time like no other has been created by acts of terror and by records created by modern media. The time between the crashes of the airplanes into the towers and their collapse is a period starkly drawn in our consciousness.

          These time periods are marked every day. 

          Water flows from two bubbling "springs" located in a cistern on a low (5-foot elevation) mound, through two 155-foot sluices into the 26-inch deep Tower Footprint Pools. (5) Each spring stops at the time when the planes crashed into the towers (N. Tower at 8:46 and S. Tower at 9:03 a.m.) and begins to flow again at the times when the towers crashed (S. Tower at 9:59 and N. Tower at 10:30 a.m.) The springs and water denote cleansing, sustenance, hope and rebirth. 

PERSONS (1) - The names of the victims of the September 11th terrorist attacks are etched in clear frosted letters on 15 dark smoky curved glass panels 8 feet wide by 4 feet high. These are abutted to form a curve 120 feet long and raised 2 feet above the middle circular step on the southwest side of the cistern mound. The panels are the front of 6 inch deep "light boxes" with interior reflective surfaces and interior automatic and timed rheostated lighting. The top of the boxes are transparent and contain directed light collectors which capture ambient light throughout the day and feed it to the interior of the light boxes.

          During the day and the year, as the sun moves variously around and across lower Manhattan, differing amounts and intensities of light are collected and reflected from the interior of the light boxes through the clear-etched names, producing in them steadily changing qualities of light. When daily ambient light is insufficient, controlled interior lighting augments it. Interior artificial night lighting will evolve slowly at dusk, remain steadily on all night and retire slowly at dawn. 

THE REMAINS (4) are placed in an appropriate container inside an 8-foot high by 20-foot diameter gray granite cylindrical "sarcophagus" with a slightly conical top. This structure is located in the center of the "Remains Circle." It has small "weeping holes" on its top that emit skeins of water which wash gently over the whole structure during the total time when the cistern and sluices are not flowing (from 8:46 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.)

SEATING AND CIRCULATION - (2,3) The circular theme in clustered modular seating in the Gathering Circles, on the Cistern Mound and around the Remains Circle allow for contemplation and quiet visitation. Terra cotta colored light aggregate paving stone blankets the site, with large circles of light pink granite and white marble circular walkways. Moving within the site seeing many others, we are reminded of the gift of our presence, of the arbitrary taking of life and of the sacrifice these victims have made to provide our futures with new awareness and security. Circles are binding, enclosing, and calming. They move us towards wholeness.

          Surrounding each Tower Footprint Pool, 5 feet from the edge is a grated metal walkway, with openwork tracery sides. The 12-foot wide walkways are below the plaza level and circumscribe the pools within the footprints. Visitors can walk the perimeters of the former Towers and out to a circular platform at the center of each footprint.

DEBRIS - The Tower Footprint Pools (5) are lined with black granite and have 42-inch high white marble walls surrounding them. In the center of each Pool is a 100-foot by 100-foot by 2-foot granite bin, which is filled with "re-placed" debris from the site. Some of this debris, which was so heroically searched and removed, will be a permanent part of the memorial and visible to all. The debris will be encased in and covered by transparent material. It will be viewed through a thin layer of water in the pools.

WALL OF FREEDOM - The wall of Freedom is a media wall consisting of approximately 210 48-inch x 36-inch flat video monitors abutted to form a large grid. In the lower rows individual screens will be programmed to a central computer with a database containing all information concerning the tragedy, the site and recognizing all the individuals and groups involved. This material will be periodically updated. Special programs, large multi-screen projections and other images and text will supplement the basic information. A bank of consoles below the screens will key access, with numbered keyboards corresponding to nearby screens. This complex will be enclosed in glazed protective walls. Screens will be dark when not in use; a large digital circular arc segment 100 feet long will be a default image in the wall. 

In the GLAZED WALL in the transportation center is a large circular arc section, 120 feet long, of clear glass, surrounded by smoked glass. "WORLD TRADE CENTER SITE  MEMORIAL" will be etched in the clear portion. 

LIGHTING: As much as possible lighting is indirect, embedded in seating, on walls, inside and outside of the cistern, sluices and footprint pools. Lighting flush with the plaza level supplements lighting from ramps, walls, and overhangs where practicable.

KEY: Physical Program Elements

(1) Recognition of each individual who was a victim of the attacks

(2) Area for quiet visitation and contemplation

(3) Area for families and loved ones of victims

(4) Final resting place for the unidentified remains

(5) The footprints of the World Trade Center towers.

