Horton, Christopher N.
Christopher Noble Horton, 68, of Unionville, died Saturday, Jan. 1, 2005, of leukemia (AML) at John Dempsey Hospital. Born in Glen Ridge, New Jersey on December 29, 1936, to the late Holbrook L. and Julia (Witherell) Horton, Chris grew up in Saddle River, NJ. After graduating from Amherst College in 1958, he served in the Army in Korea and earned a Master’s degree from Wesleyan University. He taught art at Suffield High School and was director of art for the Suffield public school system from 1962-68, taking leave in 1966-67 to study at the Tyler School of Art in Rome. In 1968, Chris was appointed director of the Hartford Art School’s art education program at the University of Hartford, where he taught for 30 years. Passionate about the visual arts, philosophy, and teaching, Chris developed programs and taught innovative courses in painting, theory, and experimental studio. In 1997, he was awarded the University’s Roy E. Larsen Award for Distinguished Teaching.  He retired in 1999 and was awarded a Professor Emeritus of Experimental Studio. From 1969-72, he also founded and co-directed with his wife the Cummington (MA) Community of the Arts. Chris’s own art is a diverse collection of abstract and realist drawing, painting and sculpture. He leaves his wife of 39 years, Sherry (Sherryl Worthley); son Joshua and daughter-in-law Allison of Hyde Park, NY; son Tobiah of Syracuse, NY; brother Timothy, sister-in-law Margaret, and niece Elizabeth of Martinsville, NJ; nephew Brendan and his family of Silver Spring, MD; and his Worthley in-laws. The family thanks the dedicated doctors, nurses, and staff at the John Dempsey Hospital in Farmington, Dana-Farber/Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston, as well as Chris’s anonymous stem cell donor. Following a private family gathering, a public celebration of Chris’s life and work will be held at the Hartford Art School on June 26, 2005. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the Chris Horton Scholarship Fund, Attn: Nancy Rogers, Hartford Art School, University of Hartford, 200 Bloomfield Avenue, W. Hartford, CT, 06117. Arrangements are by the Ahern Funeral Home, Unionville, CT.
